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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method for computing all occurrences of a compound event from 
occurrences of primitive events where the compound event is a defined combination 

5 of the primitive events, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining primitive event types; 

(b) defining combinations of the primitive event types as a compound event 

type; 

(c) inputting the primitive event occurrences, such occurrences being specified 
10 as the set of temporal intervals over which a given primitive event type is true; and 

(d) computing the compound event occurrences, such occurrences being 
specified as the set of temporal intervals over which the compound event type is true, 
wherein the sets of temporal intervals in steps (c) and (d) are specified as smaller sets 
of spanning intervals, each spanning interval representing a set of intervals. 

15 

2. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the spanning intervals take the form 
a [ r ihj]s>€ [^]f]y?> where a,fi,y,S,e, and f are Boolean values, i,j,k, and / are 
real numbers, a [ y [i 9 j] s , e [kj]^]^ represents the set of all intervals a [p 9 q] fi where 
i< r p < s j and k<^q< c /, J[p,q] fi represents the set of all points r, where 

20 p< a r<^q, and x < e y means x < y when 6 is true and x < y when 6 is false. 

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the compound event type in step (b) 
is specified as an expression in temporal logic. 

25 4. The method according to claim 3, wherein the temporal logic expressions are 
constructed using the logical connectives V,3, v, a r ,§ R7 and — i , where R ranges over 
sets of relations between one-dimensional intervals. 
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5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the relations are =, <, >, m, mi, o, 
oi, s, si, f, fi, d, anddi. 



5 6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the compound event occurrences 

are computed using the following set of equations: 

e(M 9 p(c l9 ...,c n )) A {i\p(c l9 ... 9 c n )@ieM} 
f(M,OvY) A £(M,0)U£(M,*F) 

siMyx®) a u - U ixfi-ni, 

10 where C(M) = {c v ...,c n } 

£(M,3x&) A U £(MMx:=c]) 

— «=C(M) 

f(M,^o) a u ••• u i;n-ni' n 

where e(M,®) = {i v ...,i n } 
s(M,^a r W) A U U lU(i,r,j) 

— ie£(M,5>) re* 

15 e(M,<> R ®) A U U3)(r,i) 

where, 



where / = min(j ? Z) 
£' = max(A;,/) 

/= J Al *-oo 

S'~ S Aimn(jJ)^oo A (j <l AflfA /?) 

e' =e Amax(A:,z) ^ a (& > / v y a /? a a) 
when /< / a£'</a 

[l=f ^ (/ A £')] A [*' = / -> (€' AO! A 



{} 



/ ^ co a / ^ -<» AfcV^A/^ -co 

otherwise 
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[ r [max^ ,i 2 ), min( ,j 2 )] s , 6 [max(^ ,k 2 ), min^ , l 2 )\ ] A ) 
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{ } otherwise 



< a [T[- 00 'H T ^^~] T ] /? >U 

CU[7>]t't[- 00 ' 00 ] t ]^)U 
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span (J [i,,;,]^ [k v l\ 

where7 = min(7i,7 2 ) 

k = max(k 1 ,k 2 ) 

8 = K<?i a;,< j 2 ) v (£ 2 a j x > ; 2 )] 
e= [(€j a &j > & 2 ) v (e 2 a^ < £ 2 )] 
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2>(=, i) A {i} 

a>(<.«i [JwJ**, tMiU A ) 4 U ^L^^^^oo^^t-oo,^^) 



aCm^JWiW^UJ*) A U C A [ 6l [^,/ 1 ] ?1 , T [-°°,~] T ] A > 

p 2 e{T,F} 



15 3)(mi^ [JwJ,^ A U L[ T KH TYl [WiU^) 



<%e{T,F} 



®( oi > q [ 7l > 7i \ > € , ^i ]f t 1 a ) A U C [ T [-°°, 7i a^a* ^ aA a/! Pi > A U A-Tft ^ ]ft ) 



A.e{TJF} 



/J 2 e{T,F} 



20 ^[JWiW*p*i]cJa) £ yLU-j,^^^^],) 
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®(d,„ [JWiL^ [MJJ A ) A U L[t[^.JiL,^h1aA^[*i. 00 ]t] A > 
5 and, *(i,rj)A U U U U SPAN(i"j")- 

ie®(r- 1 j) iei'fli /€S)(r f i) fej'flj 

7. A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program 
of instructions executable by machine to perform method steps for computing all 

10 occurrences of a compound event from occurrences of primitive events where the 
compound event is a defined combination of the primitive events, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining primitive event types; 

(b) defining combinations of the primitive event types as a compound event 

15 type; 

(c) inputting the primitive event occurrences, such occurrences being specified 
as the set of temporal intervals over which a given primitive event type is true; and 

(d) computing the compound event occurrences, such occurrences being 
specified as the set of temporal intervals over which the compound event type is true, 

20 wherein the sets of temporal intervals in steps (c) and (d) are specified as smaller sets 
of spanning intervals, each spanning interval representing a set of intervals. 

8. The program storage device according to claim 7, wherein the spanning 
intervals take the form a [ [i 9 j] s , e [kj]^]^ , where a,fi,y,S,e, and £ are Boolean 

25 values, /, j,k, and / are real numbers, a [ r [i 9 j] s , € [k, /] ? ]^ represents the set of all 

intervals a [p,q] p where i< p < 6 j and k <_ q <^ Z, Jip,q] fi represents the set of all 
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points r where p < a r <^ q , and x < 9 y means x < y when 6 is true and x<y when 
6 is false. 

9. The program storage device according to claim 8, wherein the compound event 
5 type in step (b) is specified as an expression in temporal logic. 

10. The program storage device according to claim 9, wherein the temporal logic 
expressions are constructed using the logical connectives V,3, v, A^O^and -i , where 
R ranges over sets of relations between one-dimensional intervals. 

10 

1 1 . The program storage device according to claim 10, wherein the relations are =, 
<, >, m, mi, o, oi, s, si, f, fi, d, and di. 



12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the compound event occurrences 
15 are computed using the following set of equations: 

e(M 9 p(c v ... 9 c n )) A {i\p(c l ,...,c n )@ieM} 
£(M,3>vY) A £(M,0)U£(M,Y) 

£(m,vx$) a u - u iin-ni B 

where C(M) = {c l9 ... 9 c n ] 
20 £(M 9 3x<Z>) A U 8(M 9 G>[x:=c]) 

~~ ceC(M) 

£{m,-&) a u - u i;n-ni' n 

where £(M,0) = {i,,...,i„} 
£(M,Oa k ¥) A U U lU(Uj) 

— i<=£ (Af ,0) jef (M,*F) reR 

£(M,0 R &) A U U®(r,i) 

25 where, 
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where /-min(y,/) 
k! = max(kj) 
/ = 7 a / ^ -°° 

S / = SArmn(j,l)^oo A (j<lv^AaAfi) 
e' =g Amax(fe,/) ^ -°o a (A: > / v 7 a J3 a a) 

when i< /a£'</a 

V=f (/ a £')] a [*' = J -» (g' aOI a 
[z = Z-» (a a/?)] a 
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otherwise 
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ffl [ n [*l 5 7l 9€l [^l » 4 ]f, [ /2 [l 2 j h \ >e 2 [^2 > ^2 ]ft A 

[ y [maxft , z 2 ), min( j\ , j 2 )] s , e [max(^ ,k 2 ), min^ , / 2 )] f ] A ) 
where 7 



8 = 



G = 



C = 



7i 


^ > i 2 




h=h 


J2 






k < h 




h = il 


A 


h > h 




k^ ^ k 2 




k\ = k 2 




k\ < k 2 








h ~ h 











{ } otherwise 
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fU T [-~ >H T , T [-~ ,kU] p )\J ^ 
Ut[-~,~W''°°W u 

<„L*[7\~] T »T[- 0O > oo JrWU 
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SpanQ [MiUA^ [JW 2 ]^ [M 2 Ua>4 

where j^minO'j,^) 
A: = max(& 1 ,& 2 ) 

£ = [(^i a j, < j 2 ) v (£ 2 a 7, > j 2 )] 
e = [(e, Ai,> & 2 ) v (g 2 a^j < k 2 )] 



15 9)(=,i) A {i} 

#2,&e{T,F} 
/>2 e {T,F] 
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A#2 Af j >~A A A ^1 

^(Oi^ [fltWlL^ t^i'^fi^A^ = «M T ^^^["^'ill^A^A^'^A^An ft'^AA-AAfJft) 

2) ( s '^ [ft 

5 ^MJWiW^Ua) a U L[ T [-~,i,U^, % ft.' 1 y fi } 

£%e{T,F} 

®(fi M [ ri [/,, h\ ... EMJa ] A ) 4 y U^W'i' 00 ^, 1 A > 

#2 e l T >rJ 

s( d )fl . [ n [i, , 7; ^ , 6i [k x , l x \ \ ) A U [ T [-°°> j AOiA^ .-TftAAAE, [*i » °°]t ] a ) 

®( di , [ [i; , j, ]^ , [k t , i, \ \ ) a y l u A ^ An ih , ~] T , T [-~, W-^, k > 

10 and, 4(i,rj)A |J U U U SPAN(i"j")- 

i'eS^j) i*€i'Hi j'e2)(r,i) rejOj 

13. A computer program product embodied in a computer-readable medium for 
implementing the computation of all occurrences of a compound event from 
15 occurrences of primitive events where the compound event is a defined combination 
of the primitive events, the computer program product comprising: 

(a) computer readable program code means for defining primitive event types; 

(b) computer readable program code means for defining combinations of the 
primitive event types as a compound event type; 

20 (c) computer readable program code means for inputting the primitive event 

occurrences, such occurrences being specified as the set of temporal intervals over 
which a given primitive event type is true; and 
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(d) computer readable program code means for computing the compound event 
occurrences, such occurrences being specified as the set of temporal intervals over 
which the compound event type is true, wherein the sets of temporal intervals in steps 
(c) and (d) are specified as smaller sets of spanning intervals, each spanning interval 
5 representing a set of intervals. 

14. The computer program product according to claim 13, wherein the spanning 
intervals take the form a [ y [i 9 j] s , e [k, l]^]^ , where a,fi,y,S,e, and g are Boolean 

values, i 9 j 9 k 9 and / are real numbers, a [ y [i, [k J]g]p represents the set of all 
10 intervals a [p,q]p where i< y p < s j and k< e q<^ /, JLp 9 q] fi represents the set of all 
points r where p< a r<^q 9 and x < Q y means x < y when 8 is true and x < y when 
9 is false. 

15. The computer program product according to claim 14, wherein the compound 
15 event type in (b) is specified as an expression in temporal logic. 

16. The computer program product according to claim 15, wherein the temporal 
logic expressions are constructed using the logical connectives V,3,v, A^O^and -i , 
where R ranges over sets of relations between one-dimensional intervals. 

20 

17. The computer program product according to claim 16, wherein the relations 
are =, <, >, m, mi, o, oi, s, si, f, fi, d, and di. 

18. The method according to claim 17, wherein the compound event occurrences 
25 are computed using the following set of equations: 
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e(M,p{c v ...,c n )) A {i\p(c v ...,c n )@ieM} 

f(M,OvT) A £(M,<E>)Uf(M,Y) 

£(m,vjc<e>) a u - u i,n-ni„ 

— i^eWMx:^}) i B e£r(M,*[x:=c„]) 

5 where C{M) = {c v ...,c n } 

f(M,M) A (J e(M,0[x:=c]) 

— ceC(M) 

f(M,^o) a u - u i^n-fx 

where e(M,4>) = {i p ...,i n } 
£(M,Oa^) A U U lU(i,r,j) 

— iS£(M,4>)jee(M,y)re« 

10 £{M,§ R <&) A U U®(r,i) 

where, 



where / = min(j,Z) 

<?' = ^ Amin(j,/)^oo a (j< / a^a /?) 
e =€ Amax(fe,/) ^ — oo A{k > i w y a p a oc) 

when i< f a1c<Ia 

V=f ->( / a £')] a [*' = Z -* (e' aOI a 
[/ = /-» (or a/?)] a 

f ^ 00 A / ^ -00 A ^ 00 A / ^ 

{ } otherwise 
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where y = < ; 



e - < 



c = 



1 1 


1, > L 

1 z 








h<h 




h < J 2 


1 L 




I 2 


h > h 








k x — h 2 




*C kq 




h<h 




k=h 
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{ } otherwise 
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<J T [— ,-] T ,^[/,-] T ] j9 >U 

<«U[7.°°]t>t H 0 . 00 ]^) U 

Ut [-°°» °°]t »t [-°°» °°]t ]-,/? > U 
^[tK°°]t.t [-^HtL/j) 
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spanQ^,;,]^ [kJW^ [ ri [i 2 J 2 l S2 „ 2 [A: 2 J 2 ]^] A )A 

where ; = minO',,7 2 ) 
k=max(k i ,k 2 ) 

8 = [(<?i A 7*1 ^ h) v (<? 2 A 7i ^ A)] 
e= [(s, a ky > k 2 ) v (e 2 Ak { < k 2 )] 
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S>(=,i) A {i} 

®«.ai MWlL,*, A U < <% L A ^ |A€i [*i,«»]t»t[-^ 0 . 00 ]t] A ) 

#2>P2 e { T ,Fj 

S) (>'« 1 [ 7l [i. . ;'i Li > £ , ft > Li ] A ) a U [ T H*>> °°] T »t [-°°> Ji U > 

02,p 2 e{T,F} 



fte{T,F} 



®(oi,JJWiWMiW A U t L[ T Kj,] 

-iC^ AOj aS 1 '£Tj a/Jj Aft ft^W-^A^) 



Ae{TJ=} 



20 9(VJWiW^AW ^ U LItKJiW^^^W 

a^e{T f F} 
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d2€{T,F} 



and, 5(i,rj)A (J (J (J (J SPAN(i"j")- 

i'e3)(r- 1 j) rei'ni jeS>(r,i) j'ejTlj 
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